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Stand Description:

The sale consists of a 70 +/- acre block of land west of Jerusalem Road, south of Cronquist Spur Road
mostly east of Lyons Brook and north of the Ruggles Pond parking lot. The sale areais part of the Wendell
State Forest.

White Pine Hardwood Stand: WHA4A, 70 +/- acres. Good to excellent quality even age, sawlog
sized white pine, red oak, hemlock and associated hardwoods mainly east of the Lyons Brook
drainage originating from Ruggles Pond. The stand contains alarge contiguous patch of 100%
blowdown beginning just north of the State Forest Headquarters on Montague Road extending
eastward down slope across the Lyons Brook drainage and then up slope nearly reaching
Jerusalem Road. Smaller scattered patches of damage are located throughout the southern two
thirds of the sale area.

Silviculture:

In general, areproduction harvest in the form of a shelterwood or salvage cut will be utilized in most of the
salearea. The main objective will be to salvage blowdown or tornado damaged trees to reduce the potential
future fire hazard and to return these sites to a healthy productive forest condition. Without the proposed
timber harvest there will be a severe danger of wildfire for the next three to five years. Due to the amount of
blowdown there will be atremendous build up of fuels as the tornado damaged trees dry next growing
season. Fire dangerswill remain high until these fuels are salvaged and removed or until the new
regeneration overtops and shades the tornado blowdown. In many areas the blowdown is six to ten feet high
(deep) so it may take at least three to five years for the new growth to over top and shade the blowdown at
which point fuel moisture levels would begin to increase and the fire danger would then begin to decline. It
also should be mentioned that with the right winds, due to the sloping uphill topography afirein this area
would be very difficult if not impossible to control due to the speed at which the fire could move and due to
the resulting flame lengths that might occur. The pockets of 100% blowdown will be clear-cut.
Reproduction in clear-cut areas will be obtained through sprouting and from seed originating from crop trees
adjacent to the clear-cut areas. The remainder of the Ruggles Pond north areawill be treated with a
reproduction harvest utilizing the shelterwood method of harvesting. Reproduction in the shelterwood
harvested areas will be obtained from advanced reproduction and from seed.



The secondary objective will be to improve the forest health and quality of the forest acreage to the north of
the storm damaged area. Topography dictates the location of access. Asaresult, forest products designated
for harvest will have to move in anortherly direction along topographic benches towards Cronquist Spur Rd
where there is an existing landing that was used in the recent past. 1t makes good sense to include the
adjacent areain the present harvest.

With or without the intervention of atimber sale, the storm damaged forest will regenerate and aforest cover
will return. The timber sale is needed to accelerate the regeneration process and to insure the area
regenerates to forest species that are best suited to the soils and exposures present at the site in question.

Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Consider ations:

Directional felling techniques will be utilized to fell designated trees away from Lyons Brook, theM & M
trail and wetlands. Interior slash will be treated in accordance with Chap. 132 regulations. The harvesting
operation will make use of existing roads and trails which have provided a historical access for forestry
operations on the land in the past. Wetland drainages in the harvest areawill be protected with avariable
width buffer of 50° or more. An effort will be made to minimize the number of wetland crossings and all
crossings will be described and mitigated in the Forest Cutting Plan for the Ruggles Pond North Tornado
2006 Timber Sale.

As mentioned, the sale areais a short distance to the north of the Ruggles Pond parking lot. The M&M Trail
passes through the storm damaged area and an Adirondack Shelter islocated just south of the sale perimeter.
For these reasons, the aesthetics of the areais also of importance. A portion of the blowndown forest
acreage is also plainly visible from Montague Rd (Millers Falls) which is a highly traveled town road.

The summer storm event has severely impacted the trail systemsin the harvest area. The proposed sale will
remove storm damaged blowdown from the trails and return these trails to the scenic trails that were present
prior to the tornado.

Numerous wildlife considerations will be implemented through the timber harvest. Wetland habitat has been
protected; live snags have been maintained, and any landing areas created will be maintained post harvest as
these interior openings have recognized value as potential permanent wildlife habitat. The availability of
browse and improved cover will be greatly increased within two to five years post harvest to the benefit of
wildlife. DCR lands throughout the state are lacking in early succession habitat. The Ruggles Pond North
Salvage as well as the other series of tornado related salvage sales in Wendell State Forest will provide an
opportunity to create sizeable blocks of early succession habitat. The forester has been in contact with
Natural Heritage regarding possible impact to threatened or endangered species.

Sale L ayout:

The topography of the sale area does present some challenges with sale layout. Thereisroughly a150 to
200" change in elevation between Lyon’s Brook and the outer perimeters of the sale area. Fortunately the
changes in elevation take place in benches that run in a northerly / southerly direction which is exactly the
direction harvested materials need to travel to reach the existing landing. Skid roads will be laid out along
the benches thereby eliminating the danger of erosion problems and providing good forest accessin the
process. Following the completion of harvesting the skid trails will be graded and stabilized allowing for
multiple use benefits into the future. Main access/skid roads will be designated with orange TM paint to
protect advanced reproduction and to minimize harvesting damage to crop trees.

As many asthree landings will be required to operate the sale. The main landing on Cromquist Spur Road is
in existence and will be re-used. Two smaller landings, one off the southern end of Jerusalem Rd. and oneto
serve the salvage area west of Lyon’s Brook would be desirable if an environmentally suitable location can



be found. The main purpose of additional landings is to shorten skidding distances and to minimize the need
for wetland and stream crossings. The landings need to be large enough to allow for efficient sorting of the
forest products being harvested and for allowing trailer truck accessto the landing areas. As previously
stated, following harvest, the landings will be graded and maintained as permanent openings to benefit
wildlife until such time when they are needed again to serve aslog landings in the future.
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